
The Story of Robinson Crusoe  

by Daniel Defoe, first published in 1719 

Robinson Crusoe has been shipwrecked on an uninhabited island off the coast of America. 

‘near the Mouth of the Great River of Oroonoque; Having been cast on Shore by Shipwreck, 

wherein all the Men perished but himself’. He has managed to salvage many things from the 

ship before it finally sunk, including ‘bread, rice, three Dutch cheeses, five pieces of dried goat’s 

flesh (which we lived much upon), and a little remainder of European corn’, several cases of 

liquor, some clothes, some tools, guns, ammunition and swords. He has set up a tent and 

started to work his way into the rock to build a cave. 

 

 

 

 

 

After I had been there about ten or twelve days, it came into my thoughts that I should lose my 
reckoning of time for lack of books, and pen and ink, and should even forget the Sabbath days; but 
to prevent this, I cut with my knife upon a large post, in capital letters—and making it into a great 
cross, I set it up on the shore where I first landed—“I came on shore here on the 30th September 
1659.” 

Upon the sides of this square post I cut every day a notch with my knife, and every seventh notch 
was as long again as the rest, and every first day of the month as long again as that long one; and 
thus I kept my calendar, or weekly, monthly, and yearly reckoning of time. 

In the next place, we are to observe that among the many things which I brought out of the ship, in 
the several voyages which, as above mentioned, I made to it, I got several things of less value, but 
not at all less useful to me, which I omitted setting down before; as, in particular, pens, ink, and 
paper, several parcels in the captain’s, mate’s, gunner’s and carpenter’s keeping; three or four 
compasses, some mathematical instruments, dials, perspectives, charts, and books of navigation, 
all which I huddled together, whether I might want them or no. 

I found three very good Bibles, which came to me in my cargo from England, and which I had 
packed up among my things; some Portuguese books also; and among them two or three prayer-
books, and several other books, all which I carefully secured.   

And I must not forget that we had in the ship a dog and two cats, of whose  history I may have 
occasion to say something in its place; for I carried both the cats with me; and as for the dog, he 
jumped out of the ship of himself, and swam on shore to me the day after I went on shore with my 
first cargo, and was a trusty servant to me many years; I wanted nothing that he could fetch me, nor 
any company that he could make up to me; I only wanted to have him talk to me, but that would not 
do.   

And this put me in mind that I wanted many things notwithstanding all that I had amassed 
together; and of these, ink was one; as also a spade, pickaxe, and shovel, to dig or remove the earth; 
needles, pins, and thread; as for linen, I soon learned to make do without much difficulty. 



This lack of tools made every work I did go on heavily; and it was near a whole year before I had 
entirely finished my little pale, or surrounded my habitation.  The piles, or stakes, which were as 
heavy as I could well lift, were a long time in cutting and preparing in the woods, and more, by far, in 
bringing home; so that I spent sometimes two days in cutting and bringing home one of those 
posts, and a third day in driving it into the ground; for which purpose I got a heavy piece of wood at 
first, but at last bethought myself of one of the iron crows; which, however, though I found it, made 
driving those posts or piles very laborious and tedious work.  

But what need I have been concerned at the tediousness of anything I had to do, seeing I had time 
enough to do it in? Nor had I any other employment other than ranging the island to seek for food, 
which I did, more or less, every day. 

I now began to consider seriously my condition, and the circumstances I was reduced to; and I drew 
up the state of my affairs in writing, not so much to leave them to any that were to come after me—
for I was likely to have but few heirs—as to deliver my thoughts from daily poring over them, and 
afflicting my mind; and as my reason began now to master my downcast mood, I began to comfort 
myself as well as I could, and to set the good against the evil,  and I stated very impartially, like 
debtor and creditor, the comforts I enjoyed against the miseries I suffered, thus:— 

 

Evil. Good. 

I am cast upon a horrible, 
desolate island, void of all 
hope of recovery. 

But I am alive; and not drowned, as all my ship’s company were. 

I am singled out and 
separated, as it were, from all 
the world, to be miserable. 

But I am singled out, too, from all the ship’s crew, to be spared 
from death; and He that miraculously saved me from death can 
deliver me from this condition. 

I am divided from mankind—a 
solitaire; one banished from 
human society. 

But I am not starved, and perishing on a barren place, affording 
no sustenance. 

I have no clothes to cover me. But I am in a hot climate, where, if I had clothes, I could hardly 
wear them. 

I am without any defence, or 
means to resist any violence of 
man or beast. 

But I am cast on an island where I see no wild beasts to hurt me, 
as I saw on the coast of Africa; and what if I had been shipwrecked 
there? 

I have no soul to speak to or 
relieve me. 

But God wonderfully sent the ship in near enough to the shore, 
that I have got out as many necessary things as will either supply 
my wants or enable me to supply myself, even as long as I live. 

Adapted slightly from ‘Robinson Crusoe’ chapter 4 
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Extract we are 
using: 

Robinson Crusoe, Chapter 4 extract 

Vocabulary to 
discuss: 

BRONZE SILVER GOLD 

impartially amassed laborious 

 List five useful items from the passage that Robinson Crusoe 
managed to save from the boat. [3] 
 
 

 Explain how Robinson created and used his calendar. [2] 
 
 
 
 

 Robinson quickly and easily learned to live a normal life on the 
island. Find and copy the phrase that shows this. [1]  
 
 

 
Find and copy a synonym for food. [1] 
 

 

Write a summary in your own words about the advantages and 
disadvantages of living on the island. [3] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Would you like to be stranded on the island? Use evidence from 
the text to support your answer. [3]  
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ANSWERS 
 

Extract we are 
using: 

Robinson Crusoe, Chapter 4 extract 

Vocabulary to 
discuss: 

BRONZE SILVER GOLD 

impartially 
[adverb: in a way 

that treats all rivals 
or disputants 

equally.] 

amassed 
[verb: gather together 

or accumulate (a 
large amount or 

number of material or 
things) over a period 

of time.] 

Laborious 
[adjective: 
requiring 

considerable time 
and effort.] 

 

 List five useful items from the passage that Robinson Crusoe 
managed to save from the boat. [3] 
[Any five from: bread, rice, three Dutch cheeses, five pieces of 
dried goat’s flesh (which we lived much upon), and a little 
remainder of European corn’, several cases of liquor, some 
clothes, some tools, guns, ammunition and swords. 
Pens, ink, and paper, several parcels in the captain’s, mate’s, 
gunner’s and carpenter’s keeping; three or four compasses, some 
mathematical instruments, dials, perspectives, charts, and books 
of navigation 
found three very good Bibles, some Portuguese books ; two or 
three prayer-books, and several other books 
two cats and a dog] 

 Explain how Robinson created and used his calendar [2] 
[he cut a cross into a post, he put a notch across for each day that 
were the same length, then on the 7th day he put an extra long 
line (double the length of the others) this meant a week had 
passed. Then on the first day of the month the line was double 
that length] 



 Robinson quickly and easily learned to live a normal life on the 
island. Find and copy the phrase that shows this. [1]  
[I soon learned to make do without much difficulty] 

 
Find and copy a synonym for food. [1] 
[Sustenance] 

 

Write a summary in your own words about the advantages and 
disadvantages of living on the island. [3] 
 
[Marks awarded for answers that choose 3 points from the table 
re-written in own words] 

 Would you like to be stranded on the island? Use evidence from 
the text to support your answer. [3]  
 
[Marks awarded from answers that use both evidence, inference 
and justification, for example:  
 
Yes, the island is in a ‘hot climate’ and I like going on holidays to 
hot places so I think I would like it there. Also Robinson is on his 
own, I like spending time on my own and I would enjoy finidng my  
own food. 
 
No, I would get bored very easily with no-one to talk to, the 
‘island is desolate’ and he has ‘no soul to speak to’. He has ‘no 
clothes to cover’ himself, I would not like to be naked all of the 
time!  
 
Yes and no, I think I would like to be alone for a little while but 
then I think I would get bored being so alone and ‘divided from 
mankind. I would just feel happy to be alive- he says ‘I am alive 
not drowned’ like the rest of the crew so I think I would be glad 
and try to find joy in each day and have some hope of someone 
finding me.] 

 


